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Sir: 

In the matter of the above-identified application for patent, notice is hereby given that 
the applicant claims as priority: 

COUNTRY APPLICATION NO DAY/MONTH/YEAR 

Japan 11-180178 25 June 1999 

Japan 11-298989 21 October 1999 

Certified copies of the corresponding Convention application(s) were submitted to the 
International Bureau in PCT Application No. PCT/JP00/04070. Receipt of the certified 
copy(s) by the International Bureau in a timely manner under PCT Rule 17.1(a) has been 
acknowledged as evidenced by the attached PCT/IB/304. 
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